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Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed Moran South Estates 
subdivision being planned for our neighborhood. Overall the proposal seems very similar to 
other small developments along this portion of Freya Street between 44th and Palouse Hwy. We 
would like to provide some comments related to the developments connectivity to surrounding 
existing developments.

Our comments have to do with connectivity of this development to adjacent parts of our 
neighborhood. In 2011 the City adopted the Southgate Neighborhood Connectivity Plan the 
overarching purpose of which is to identify and propose solutions for issues related to safety, 
convenience, and character of vehicular, mass-transit, bicycle, and pedestrian infrastructure. 
The plan’s connectivity goals included: 
• Link underserved neighborhoods to parks, commercial centers, and schools.
• Complete the grid
• Improve the bike/pedestrian network
• Resolve barriers to east/west connectivity 
• Seek opportunities to create an identity for the neighborhood through connectivity

As proposed, this development will not help to complete these goals. It is designed as an 
isolated cul-de-sac with no connections to the neighborhood except for vehicular traffic. We 
would like to propose a few ideas to improve non-motorized connectivity of this project to 
adjacent developments and our neighborhood’s District Center.

One solution is to develop a multi-use path leading to the west or south of the proposed 
development (see image below). This concept would provide future residents with a more safe 
and convenient route to our Neighborhood District Center via Palouse Highway and the 



commercial and recreation amenities located there. It would keep pedestrians and bicyclists off 
of Freya, the Principal Arterial in our neighborhood, which has no accommodations for either 
bikes or pedestrians between Palouse Highway and 44th Avenue.

As the image shows, there are two possibilities, one is a route to the west connecting to the 
existing Clare View Apartment Complex and on to Palouse Highway via their internal sidewalks 
and driveways. The other is a route south through a Spokane County stormwater facility and 
onto 47th Avenue. This southern route connects to an existing set of local access streets that do 
lead to Palouse Highway via public right of way. Either option will require coordination of the 
developer with adjacent property owners, but they do achieve the goals of the Southgate 
Neighborhood Plan to develop connected developments and a growing multi-modal trail system 
that many municipalities around the country are using as featured amenities for residents.

Support in the Comprehensive Plan and Spokane Municipal Code
In addition to meeting the goals of the Southgate Neighborhood Connectivity Plan, the concept 
of connecting this development to the rest of the neighborhood is supported by the Spokane 
Comprehensive Plan, the Spokane Municipal Code, and the Washington State Growth 
Management Act. 

Comprehensive Plan Support
Comprehensive Plan calls for the avoidance of cul-de-sac style development 
Spokane Comprehensive Plan Transportation Goal 1.1 (TR 1.1) states that transportation 
decisions need to be made based on the needs of pedestrians first, non-motorized users 
second, transit users third, and finally (at the lowest priority) automobile users. The current 
development design prioritizes the needs to auto users by providing primary connectivity of the 
development via auto-oriented roads. Comp Plan goal TR 4.6 states that developments should 
have, “open, well-connected internal transportation connections.” It supports the development of 
shorter, safe connections between destinations in a neighborhood. Specifically related to this 
proposal it goes on to say, “Where cul-de-sacs or vacating streets cannot be avoided, 
pedestrian pathways, bikeways, and bike routes that link areas should be provided.” The 
Pedestrian Standards found on page 59 of the Comprehensive Plan provide more explicit 
support for connectivity stating, “a public pathway shall be provided at the end of every cul-de-
sac street connecting the cul-de-sac sidewalk to an existing or future street or public pathway.” 
As noted above, there is a way to connect the end of this cul-de-sac to existing ROW through a 
publicly-owned piece of land.

Spokane Municipal Code Support
Another place we see support for the concept of connectivity is the Spokane Municipal Code. 
17H.010.080 deals with the development of cul-de-sacs and says their creation requires the 
approval of the director of engineering services. Part D of that section goes on to state, “A hard 
surfaced public pathway shall be provided at the end of every dead-end or cul-de-sac street 
connecting the sidewalk to an existing or future street or public pathway.” SMC 17H.010.030(P) 
states cul-de-sacs, “will be reviewed in every case for connectivity.” As you can see, there are 
multiple locations in the SMC requiring connectivity of a cul-de-sac to adjacent properties. We 
would request that these reviews be carried out per the code and a decision with explanation be 
added to the permit file by the Planning Directory. Additionally, there needs to be proof of 
approval of the director of engineering services for the entire cul-de-sac concept. Given the 
codes strong dissuasion of the creation of cul-de-sacs, it may be appropriate to review this 



proposal to see if full motorized connection could be made to the property to the south by 
vacating the County stormwater pond.

Another place City code calls for connectivity and multi-modal accommodation is SMC 17H.020 
which covers the City’s Complete Streets program that seeks to, “providing safe, convenient, 
and comfortable routes for walking, bicycling, and public transportation.” In addition to 
developing a connection to the west or south, this code would require the developer to complete 
pedestrian accommodations along the ROW frontage on Freya Street in keeping with the intent 
of the Complete Street ordinance and the road design standards found in SMC 17H.010.180. 
Part E of this part of the code requires sidewalks, “all sidewalks shall provide connectivity to the 
regional pedestrian network as shown on Map TR 1 of the city's comprehensive plan when the 
project is adjacent to a portion of that network.” This development is adjacent to Freya Street 
which Map TR1 indicates will have sidewalks (Map TR2 requires this section of Freya have bike 
lanes as well). We request that this development provide sidewalks along the Freya Street 
ROW per City code in anticipation of future completion of this amenity along the entire length of 
Freya Street.

Conclusion
Southgate has a long history of uncoordinated development of residential and commercial 
properties leaving it with isolated small developments, especially east of Regal Street. This new 
development is a chance to meet the goals of the Comp Plan and Southgate Neighborhood 
Plan and not continue the disconnected development style that our City is very explicitly trying 
to avoid. Moreover, the Spokane Municipal Code requires that this development be built with 
enhanced connectivity for non-motorized users. While these features are not included in the 
current design, there are options for creating them. The end result will be a neighborhood more 
safe and convenient for its residents. We look forward to your response to these comments.


