
Southgate Neighborhood Council Meeting Minutes 
Date:  01/12/2022 
Time:  7:00 p.m. 
Locations: Zoom Meeting 
www.southgatespokane.org 
 
Attendees:
Summer Beers 
Jerry Boyd 
Rita Conner 
Allen Edwards 
Barry Holman 
Andy Hoye 

Paul Kropp 
Kris Neeley 
Shelley O’Rourke 
Dainon Setzer 
Councilwoman Betsy Wilkerson 
 

 
Presentations 
City Council – Betsy Wilkerson 
 On January 24, the city administration will presentboth Human Resources and 

Planning directors, filling positions that have been vacant for months. 
 There was $40,000 of damage done to the emergency shelter for the homeless 

set up in the convention center. There was not enough staff available to 
supervise the 250 homeless sheltered. Councilwoman Wilkerson agrees with 
Councilwoman Kinnear that a scatter site approach would be better. 

 Working on spending the ARPA funds. It takes a few months to get it 
organized. 

 Mayor hired a new policy person and that will improve communication. 
 County has called a meeting to discuss regional planning for the spending of its 

$100 million ARPA funds. 
 There are a group of people trying to get Marcus Riccelli to tweak the health 

district leadership bill. 
 There was an ordinance passed to prevent eviction for renters who had 

applied for assistance funds that had not been approved yet. 
 Shauna Harshman is leading the redesignof the traffic calming planning 

process. It will be a city-wide approach versus a district approach and she is 
organizing the training of volunteers. 

 



Neighborhood Business 
Approval of Minutes – Approval of November and October 2021 minutes was 
moved by Allen and Summer seconded. Approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Andy Hoye 
 $1,176.11 in checking 
 $3000 in escrow  
 
Community Assembly Report – Andy Hoye – see notesat the end 
 Andy and Paul are working on the by-laws which are deficient given the 

change in the law for nonprofits. Andy will attend a January training and the 
neighborhood will need to approve them in the future. 

 The city is starting a discussion to change the neighborhood boundaries. 
 Paul Kropp reported that there are Community Assembly liaisons on 8 

different committees of the city. As the head of the committee that vets and 
organizes the liaisons, he is encouraging the CA to block time at 8 of the 12 CA 
meetings for the liaisons to report. 

 Currently all of the liaison positions are filled. If someone would like to 
volunteer with the city, the best approach is to go to 
https://my.spokanecity.org/bcc/vacancies and apply. Applications are 
approved by the mayor and then city council appoints volunteers. 

 Discussion of Safety Committee of the CA. Still exists, but is not active. 
 

PeTT Committee 
Paul is no longer the committee chair but remains a member and will report back 
as needed. It is not necessary to have PeTT as a regular agenda item. 
 
Other Committee Updates 
Andy: 
 CBDG funds of $700,000 for 2020 were allocated but there were delays due to 

Covid and staffing issues. The contracts are being reviewed and contractors 
vetted.  

 $25,000 has been allocated to the neighborhoods. 
 $10,000 has been allocated for Gonzaga training. 
 
 
 



Paul: 
 There are new traffic speed signs on Regal by Ferris. The city has agreed to put 

speed ticketing in place using radar camerasbut it is not done yet. Southgate 
should ask the city and city council about the timing. 

 When neighborhood planning starts up for traffic calming, pedestrian safety, 
bicycle accommodations, etc., Southgate should collaborate with Lincoln 
Heights, led by Carol Tomsic, as we share many concerns and the border of 
37th. 

 Southgate’s Articles of Incorporation probably meet the new Washington 
requirements. Southgate is a charitable corporation with the required number 
of officers and directors and they are elected annually. They may need 
tweaking as Andy discussed earlier. 

 
Land Use Committee 
A demolition permit has been issued to tear down the old house on the property 
for the memory care unit to be built. 
 
Election of Officers 
Rita moved that Rita Connorbe elected as Chair, Summer Beers as Vice Chair, 
Andy Hoye as Treasurer and Community Assembly representative, and Shelley 
O’Rourke as Secretary. Andy seconded. Passed 
 
Other Business: 
By-Laws 
There was discussion as to whether updated by-laws had been approved in 2019 
when they were last worked on. Jerry and Paul thought that they had. Shelley will 
review the minutes to verify this. 
Presentations to the City Council 
City Council is encouraging the neighborhoods to sign up and report at upcoming 
council meetings. Southgate will present on the issues of concern to the 
neighborhood: traffic calming, need for sidewalks and bike lanes in preparation 
for zoning law changes. Rita will choose a date in May. 
New York Times interview about housing development in Spokane – Summer will 
talk to the reporter. 
Drive 25 Signs – Summer will follow up as to when they are available. 



Water Tower update – The city did a presentation to Hamblen PTG about the 
water tower. Dainon will send the PowerPoint and the PDF to Rita and Summer. 
Summer will email it out. 
ONS Liaison – Carly Cortright is our new liaison but was not able to make it 
tonight. 
 
 

CA Meeting Notes – January 6, 2022 – via Webex 

20 Neighborhoods present 

By-laws request was actually triggered by a different neighborhood – not really necessary. (But ours do 
need revising.) 

CC member Lori Kinnear:  the CC serves on 58 boards or commissions – they have hired more assistants, 
and Planning Director, and HR Director and a Director of NHHS, Eric Finch.  They are reviewing speed 
limits at/near parks, especially as relates to arterials, and are considering photo-red cameras to trap 
speeders.  A larger liability policy ($100M) was secured from the Yellowstone pipeline that runs under 
the Spokane River and provides jet fuel to Fairchild – a national security issue, due to the tankers at 
Fairchild. 

Eric Finch is the newly hired NHHS Director – he seems personable and pragmatic and Kathryn 
Alexander was impressed. 

Nathan Gwinn of the Planning Department presented the Housing Action Plan again, emphasizing many 
forms of more dense housing in residential neighborhoods, especially as regards Accessory Dwelling 
Units, cottage housing sizes, smaller lots for infill, reduced off-street parking requirements, more 
duplexes, fewer requirements for SEPA review and adding short-term rental to more neighborhoods.  It 
was noted that adding more short-term rental does not relieve the housing crisis.  The City Council is the 
final arbiter, and will be ruling on these items this year.   

The CA Liaisons to eight different committees and boards will be presenting for ten minutes at most of 
the CA meetings in 2022, in a rotating basis. 

ONS is beginning the discussion of revising the boundaries of the Neighborhoods.   

Twelve individuals were selected for the pilot Leadership Training led by Gonzaga, to begin in February. 

The Administrative staff person who was managing the Clean-up program has been out on leave and 
records could not be accessed – that will change soon. 

The new requirements for WA State non-profits was discussed briefly – I will attend a training session on 
February 8…others can attend if you wish. 

There are some responsibility changes occurring in ONS. 


