
Southgate Neighborhood Council Meeting Minutes 
Date:  06/08/2022 
Time:  7:00 p.m. 
Locations: Zoom Meeting 
www.southgatespokane.org 
 
Attendees:
Summer Beers 
Rita Conner 
Allen Edwards 
Andy Hoye 
Kris Neeley 
Shelley O’Rourke 
 

 
Guests: 
Lynda McPhee 
Paul Kropp 
Carly Cortright - ONS 
 
 

Presentations 
Spokane Police Department – Jake Willard’s Report Read by Rita Conner 

 Criminal activity was centered around 53rd and Fiske. 

 Calls for service were mostly for suspicious activity (31), assaults (7) and 
burglary of a vehicle (6). 

 
Carly Cortright – Office of Neighborhood Services 

 Applications for Community Engagement Grant are due Friday 6/17. 

 Traffic Calming meeting for Southgate is Wednesday 8/3 at 5:30 at the Hive, 
classroom ABC. Rita will attend. 

 The water ordinance passed. Spokane is in the 97th percentile (we use more 
water than 97% of other cities). The city will do a lot of education around this 
ordinance. Watering will be limited to certain hours and days of the week. 

 The speed limit cameras at Ferris are waiting on permitting but should be 
active for the school year in the fall. The city will notify the community with a 
press release and on social media. Carly will follow up with Spokane Public 
Schools as to how they notify the community. 

 ONS will start using Tokify as the calendar for neighborhood activities and 
meetings as it is more user friendly than google calendar. The neighborhoods 



were asked at the CA meeting to provide logos and photos for this calendar. 
Andy will get something to ONS. 

 Andy confirms that Southgate will be using the engagement grant funds to 
renew our zoom account. 

Neighborhood Business 
Approval of Minutes – Motion to approve May 2022 minutes was moved by Andy 
and Summer seconded. Approved 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Andy Hoye 
 $1,156.11 in checking 
 $3000 in escrow  
 
Community Assembly June 2 Report – Andy – see notes at the end of minutes 
 
Planning Commission – Kris 
 Comprehensive Plan Amendments can be viewed at 

https://my.spokanecity.org/projects/2021-2022-proposed-comprehensive-
plan-amendments/ 

 It is wise to pay attention to these changes even though they seem small as 
they can provide hints of bigger changes to come. 

 The request at Freya and 5th is to change from residential to commercial. 
 
Traffic Calming – Summer 
 Southgate must prepare for the traffic calming workshop (see Carly above) 

with a list of traffic concerns. Summer has a list that we reviewed: 
 Thurston is slated for a project in cycle 10 (2 years from now). 
 Sidewalk infill Palouse to Freya plus better bike lanes and pedestrian and 

bike access. 
 Freya 37th-44th is wide and needs traffic calming. 
 Freya 44th-county line (51st) needs bike lanes and sidewalks. 
 Southgate District Center needs a pedestrian emphasis with enhanced 

pedestrian crossings. 
 North/South bike facilities needed 57th to Lincoln Heights. Refer to Master 

Bike Plan. 
 Summer will add items from people that reached out on the website. 



 Paul suggested that Southgate should review all the information about traffic 
before going to the workshop in order to make solid contributions to the 
process: 
 Southgate has a neighborhood plan which includes a connectivity plan. 
 Lincoln Heights will be at the same traffic calming workshop and we should 

consider what our two neighborhoods can do together.  
 There was some past work with the neighborhoods along 29th Ave.  
 There is stuff in the city’s 6 year plan because of the work on the Ray/Freya 

Connector plan.  
 We can ask Shauna Harshman and Carly at the city for a “tune up” session 

to help Southgate identify the materials to review.  
 The big goal is to identify larger scale projects. For example: all of Freya St 

to be bicycle friendly. Another is example is what we would like the 
extension of 53rd avenue to look like (narrower with trees?). 

 
Other 
National Night Out Against Crime – August 2nd 
 Hamblen Park Presbyterian Church is hosting an event August 2 at 6 pm. 
 Summer will post on Southgate web page when we get closer. 
 Summer, Shelley and Rita will attend and Southgate will have a booth. 
 Summer will ask Hamblen for a table. 
 Southgate will consider asking for engagement funds for this. 
 Shelley asks for a banner for events like this. 

 Lynda says the apartments on 55th also have an event and Lynda will attend 
with information about Southgate. 

 
Short Plat Issue 
This is being handled through the CA so we don’t need to discuss it. 
 
Community Engagement Grant – Andy 
 There will not be an opportunity for Southgate to review the banner before 

the order is submitted. 
 Rita suggests the Southgate logo on the banner and to perhaps mirror our 

magnets. 
 Andy suggests that the banner should say who we are and when we meet. 
 Andy and Shelley will do a mockup of a banner and distribute to everyone at 

the meeting tonight. 



 Andy moves that Southgate use Engagement Grant money to renew 
Southgate’s zoom account, purchase materials for the night against crime 
event and to purchase a banner that is cost appropriate, with the total not to 
exceed the $850. Kris seconded. PASSED 

 
Bylaws 
 Paula and Andy are still working on the rewrite.  
 Paul provided a good document and Andy incorporated most of it into the 

template sent out by the Secretary of State.  
 We will have a lawyer review them before they are finalized. 
 The changes mostly reflect the new state rules regarding non-profits. 
 
Returning to In-Person Meetings 
 Rita, Andy and Paul went to the Talbott Center attached to ESD 101. They 

viewed the meeting room and the set up looks good for hybrid meetings so we 
will resume in person meetings next month.  

 Note that we do not meet in August nor December. 
 The same zoom meeting ID will be used. 
 
Urban Growth Management Lawsuit – Notice from Summer/Update from Paul 
 Southgate received notice that the county is making a motion to transfer the 

case to Appeals Court. 
 Southgate received notice because it was a petitioner on this case dating back 

years ago, challenging the county when the urban growth area was being 
expanded. 

 The county tried to get the Growth Management Hearings Board to dismiss 
the case but the Board declined because a compliance hearing has not yet 
occurred. 

 The county then took it to Superior Court and now the Court of Appeals but 
they won’t win because the administrative procedures for the Growth 
Management Hearings Board says it can’t do that. 

 
Next meeting – July 13, 7:00 p.m. by zoom and in person at ESD 101 
 

 



CA Meeting Notes – June 2, 2022 – Via Webex 

 

20 Neighborhoods present - June 30 is the next CA/CC meeting, topics 
wanted 

 

June 17 is final date for engagement grant requests – we need to act 
tonight 

 

CA as a whole will request restoration of all notice requirements 
regarding short plats, decision via vote.  Mary Winkes and Paul Kropp 
will write it. 

 

The Comp plan Amendments are now in the Public Comment Period 
until July 25. Details for each proposal are here: 
https://my.spokanecity.org/projects/2021-2022-proposed-
comprehensive-plan-amendments/  

 

GU has a Neighborhood “Story sharing” initiative called PNW 
MOSAIC: “Mapping Othering, Strengths and Allyship in Community” - 
contact Kristine Hoover at hoover@gonzaga.edu. 

 

Park Board: 

Here is the web link for the new draft parks master plan information 
pages: https://my.spokanecity.org/parksrec/master-plan/draft-plan/ Note:  

 



The Park Board will not be approving the plan this month. There will be 
additional public review and comment. 

 

The CA has two liaison representatives on Park Board Committees: 

 

Lindsey Shaw, Email at loganspokanechair@gmail.com - Lindsey 
serves on the DVC’s citizen advisory committee (DV-CAC) - The role 
of the DV-CAC is to garner the experience and expertise of existing 
volunteer organizations that already partner with the parks department in 
a variety of ways and then to help start new volunteer support groups 
focused on other local parks. Lindsey lives in the Logan neighborhood, 
home of Mission Park, and serves as the chair of the Logan 
Neighborhood Council. 

 

Julie Biggerstaff - Email at rbiggerstaff@comcast.net - Julie serves on 
the Park Board’s new standing committee, the Development and 
Volunteer Committee (DVC) - The role of the DVC is to vet and 
recommend to the Park Board support programs – financial and 
otherwise – for the city’s parks by the private sector and local volunteer 
organizations. - Julie is a member of the Browne’s Addition 
Neighborhood Council and resides close to Coeur d’Alene Park. 

 

Per CC member Cathcart:  They are refining the “illegal camping” 
ordinance – enforceable with four exceptions having to do with the 
riverbank, available shelter space, weather, etc.  Details to follow. 

There will be more translations of City documents into more languages. 

We will re-activate the long-standing “placeholder” time at city Council 
meetings. 



The CA voted not to use Mighty Networks – close vote:  9 “nay”; 7 
“aye” ;  4 abstain. 

The CA will have a representative on the Civil Service Commission – 
details to follow. 

Carly wants logos and any neat photos of our neighborhood sent to her 
at neigh.svcs@spokanecity.org 

City Administration attendance at Neighborhood Council meetings will 
be voluntary, not mandatory. 

“Neighbors Drive 25” signs are almost gone. 

They are interviewing for the Director of CHHS – there may be a CHHS 
retreat. 

 

Submitted by Andy Hoye 

 


